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A Study on Celie’s Trauma in The Color Purple
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Abstract: Alice Walker (1944- ) is one of the remarkable contemporary African-
American women writers in the United States. Her novel, The Color Purple, published
in 1982, won widespread attention and acclaim from readers. Set in the rural Southern
United States in the early 20th century, The Color Purple describes the protagonist
Celie who is cruelly abused by her stepfather and husband and then suffers grievous
psychological trauma leading to her traumatic symptoms, such as hyperarousal,
intrusion and constriction. Later, with the help of other black women, Celie
reestablishes the connection with herself and others, restores autonomy, and then
gradually gets rid of psychological trauma. Based on the trauma theories of Sigmund
Freud and Judith Herman, this paper mainly analyzes Celie’s traumatic symptoms to
expose the physical and mental damage of male hegemony to females and to manifest
Walker’s concern and sympathy for the tragic fate of black women. Besides, exploring
Celie’s recovery methods from trauma praises black women’s dauntless spirit of
fighting against inequity and oppression and provides feasible, effective solutions for

modern traumatized women to escape the trauma.
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1. Introduction

Alice Walker (1944-) is a very popular and talented Afro-American writer in the
United States. Her works focus mainly on the struggles of the black, especially women,
and their sufferings in a society full of racism, sexism and violence. The publication of

her masterpiece, The Color Purple, in 1982 won her three important American
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Literature awards: Pulitzer, National Book Award, and National Book Critics Circle
Award.

The story of The Color Purple is set in rural Georgia and focuses on the miserable
life of the protagonist Celie to explore her traumatic experience. Celie is a 14-year-old
black girl abused and raped by her stepfather Fonso. After her mother’s death, Celie is
forced to marry a widower Albert, who tortures her verbally, physically and sexually.
In order to get rid of the abuse from the two brutal men, Celie’s sister Nettie separates
from her and goes to Africa to do missionary work. Later, Celie establishes a close
sisternood with her stepson’s wife, Sofia and Albert’s mistress Shug. They help her
rebuild their self-consciousness to leave home and set up a company.

Several critics at home and abroad comment on this novel from various
perspectives and themes, but there is still adequate research space for studies based on
trauma theory. Therefore, this paper tries to interpret the protagonist Celie’s trauma
according to the trauma theories of Freud and Herman.

2. Symptoms of Celie’s Trauma

Generally speaking, trauma refers to “an overwhelming experience of sudden or
catastrophic events in which the response to the event occurs in the often delayed,
uncontrolled repetitive appearance of hallucinations and other intrusive phenomena”
(Caruth, “Unclaimed Experiences” 11). After traumatic events, individuals suffer from
psychological distress and physical dysfunction that result in various symptoms,
defined as post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) by the American Psychiatric
Association. Judith Herman is regarded as “one of the pioneering clinicians” in the field
of trauma and “a major player in the theoretical debate” (Suleiman 276). Herman
constructively divides PTSD into three categories, namely “hyperarousal”, “intrusion,”
and “constriction” (35).

2.1 Hyperarousal

The state of hyperarousal is the most important characteristic of post-traumatic
stress disorder. After a traumatic experience, victims always maintain a state of
highlighted vigilance or stress and their bodies are alerted to the imminent danger. They

are extremely frightened by unexpected stimuli and react strongly to those associated



with traumatic events. Thus, victims tend to suffer from sleep disorders and frequently
wake from dreams with a start.

Celie is alert for her stepfather, who breaks the ethical boundary to rape her onthe
pretext of a haircut when she is 14. Traumatic events in childhood promote the onset of
hysteria symptoms. In The Aetiology of Hysteria, Freud declares that “at the bottom of
every case of hysteria, there are one or more occurrences of premature sexual
experience” (qtd. in Herman 13). The torment of incest also traps Celie because she is
deluded into thinking that Fonso is her biological father. The horrible experience leaves
a huge psychological shadow on Celie so that she always keeps a high state of alert on
her stepfather, “It got to the place where every time | saw him coming with the scissors
and the comb and the stool, I start to cry” (Walker 107). The intense stress reaction
disturbs Celie with “an increase of stimulus too powerful to be dealt with” (Freud,
“Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis” 315). Celie also strongly resists the scene
reminding her of being raped. The victim always strives to avoid clues similar to
traumatic events, such as the relevant abuser, site, activity, situation and conversation.
With the scissors and comb, her stepfather reminds Celie of being raped. The painful
memory is like atrigger that makes her vigilant and panic. Celie’s hyper-vigilance and
worries are typical symptoms of PTSD.

Besides, the trauma caused by her truculent husband puts Celie under extreme
tension and constant vigilance. Then the state of hyper-awareness disturbs her
physiological function and leads to her sleep disorders. In addition to avoiding the
similar clues that easily trigger traumatic memories, Celie’s psychological mechanism
unconsciously expects to avoid men like her stepfather, who brings her remarkable
psychological stress. Merskey points out that “[m]ore prolonged exposure to stress also
tends to produce syndromes which are mainly related to anxiety and depression” (79).
So prolonged exposure to the threat of sexual violence stimulates Celie to resist
stubborn and tyrannous men instinctively.

Consequently, it is insufferable for Celie to marry Albert, a rude and brutal
widower. The poor girl is repulsive and feels “it hard to think about getting married to
Mr. _hanging over my head” (Walker 9). Every step toward the marriage going against



her free will almost Kill her. Excessive vigilance tends to result in general anxiety
disorder and psychological helplessness. Therefore, when Mr. _ calls Celie, she jumps
every time. Celie responds intensively to unexpected stimuli and shows a strong startle
reaction, one of the obvious symptoms of PTSD. The sense of insecurity and excessive
defense against threats tend to strain Celie’s fragile mental state and further disturb her
normal physiological function. Thus, Celie suffers from a sleep disorder, a common
diagnosis, “Sometimes | git a few hours sleep. Then just when it look like it ought to
be gitting good, | wakes up” (Walker 37). Therefore, sometimes Celie has difficulty
falling asleep due to anxiety, fear and over-alertness. Sometimes Celie awakens from
nightmares and palpitates with fear because of the horrific images of trauma presenting
in dreams.

2.2 Intrusion

Trauma recurrence mainly refers to the re-experience of past trauma through
dreams, flashbacks and intrusions, thus giving rise to aggressive behavior. Caruth also
figures out that one of the symptoms of PTSD is “the intrusive reexperiencing of
elements of the trauma in nightmares, flashbacks, or somatic reactions” (“Trauma” 173).
Traumatic fragments flash in mind, and trauma memories are like indelible images
causing short but intensive shock and misery. These invasive, traumatic memories of
Celie mainly stem from the assault by her stepfather and her husband and her sister ’s
disappearance. Those painful memories suddenly happen to her, forcing her to re-
experience intense emotional distress. Especially when she learns that her selfish
husband has hidden her favorite sister’s letters from her, Celie cannot resist the urge to
Kill the man due to her rage and breakdown.

In addition to confiding in God, Celie can only choose to forget her stepfather’s
sexual abuse. The victim is inclined to evade memories and perceptions connected with
traumatic events. It is not until many years later that she can tell her tragic story to her
friend Shug. Celie could not help crying, and events in the past were like pictures
emerging in her mind. Her reaction proves Freud’s idea in Studies on Hysteria that
“[h]ysterics suffer mainly from reminiscences” (7). Memory is difficult to fade if the

reaction is repressed, so its traumatic effect is still attached to memories. Celie never



steps to free herself from the trauma but avoids it constantly. Hence, these traumatic
events adhere to her memory and never fade away. Once traumatic memories are
triggered, they all return to her and bring out a strong impact. Celie recalls that “the
blood drip down my leg and mess up my stoking” and ‘“he don’t never look at me
straight after that” (Walker 107). The traumatic memory of being raped is so serious
that Celie still remembers the bloody scenes and body aches. These cruel images and
details make Celie devilishly painful, but no one can relieve her inner misery.

Celie’s sister Nettie is her only source of strength. In order to get rid of the sexual
harassment from her stepfather and Mr. _, Nettie escapes without any news. Sofia
mentions her close sisters while having a peaceful conversation with Celie. Suddenly,
Past painful memories about Nettie flashback in Celie’s mind. The intrusive memory is
so strong that Celie is shocked and anguished. Thus, when she learns that Mr. _is hiding
the letters from Nettie, she feels a sense of grievance and anger that has been suppressed
for years. The unconscious impulse to Kill Albert flashes through Celie’s mind
constantly.

On the one hand, according to “a motivated unconscious”, the core of Freud’s
trauma theory, the current trauma “may trigger early traumatic happenings” that Albert
throws Nettie out of his house due to the failure to rape Nettie so that the two close
sisters go through separation and isolation (Kaplan 32). Those traumatic events mingle
with the fantasy that “he falling dead every which a way” in Celie’s mind (Walker 115).

Onthe other hand, Peter A. Levine makes an explanation about the stress reaction
that individuals are compelled to burst out instantaneously under the pressure of intense
horror, alarm and irritation and take steps to fight or escape; otherwise, they will be
drowned in collapse, defeat, depression and helplessness (55-6). Unfortunately,
although Celie is driven to kill Albert, she does not take action. She is caught in a double
bind or conflict, resulting in mental and physical disorders. When she opens her mouth
and cannot speak aword but hiccups, she has trouble falling asleep and has no strength
to cry but feels cold and dying.

2.3 Constriction

The victim’s perception becomes numb or distorted when faced with a dangerous



situation without hope to escape. At first, her intuition and consciousness gradually
develop an attitude of surrender and abandonment. Then she treats herself as an
observer, as if torments do not happen to her. This state demonstrates dissociative
disorders, whose essential feature is “a disruption in the usually integrated functions of
consciousness, memory, identity, or perception of the environment” (APA 477). In
addition, if the victim supports and sustains the violence of the abuser, she will be a
complete slave to trauma.

The sexual abuse Celie experiences leads to her sense of powerlessness because
“[p]atriarchal force also relied on a form of violence particularly sexual in character
and realized most completely in the act of rape” (Millett 44). Moreover, Celie is
imprisoned in the house of Mr. _ and the repetitive psychological damage is imposed
on her. When Celie realizes that resistance is useless, she has to endure suffering by
numbing her consciousness. Therefore, Celie resorts to paralyzing her consciousness to
escape the reality of pain. When Nettie expects her to control Mr. _, she does not know
how to fight, “All T know how to do is stay alive” (Walker 16). Albert’s sister is angry
with his tyranny and encourages Celie to struggle against his oppression. However,
Celie gives up fighting and loses her autonomy, “I don’t fight, I stay where I’'m told”
(Walker 20). The long-term trauma suppresses Celie, who is in an identity crisis. Her
confidence and autonomy have already been ruined. Simply living replaces everything
because fighting will get her in trouble.

Furthermore, depersonalization disorder, a dissociative disorder, happens to Celie.
According to DSM-IV, one of its diagnostic criteria is “[p]ersistent or recurrence
experiences of feeling detached from, and as if one is an outside observer of, one’s
mental processes or body” (APA 490). Whenever she is beaten, Celie shuts down
perceptions and reduces herself to a plant that can endure sufferings without pain. She
says, “Celie, you are a tree. That’s how come I know trees fear man” (Walker 21). As
an observer, she migrates away from helplessness and witnesses her body being abused.
Itis amethod that Celie uses to protect herself from the insufferable torment. Atree has
no sensory ability and is not bothered by body aches and mental suffering. She treats

herself as a tree without emotions or perceptions and experiences derealization as if the



world is wired and unreal. When Celie pats Harpo, she seems to be patting “another
piece of wood”, “a table™, or “a chifferobe” (Walker 28). Celie is captured by a feeling
of detachment or alienation from herself and no longer resists; she gives up all her
autonomy and struggles.

Significantly, when victims are indifferent to the sufferings that others endure, they
are proved to be complete surrenders. Celie surrenders to trauma when she instigates
Harpo to enslave Sofia. Harpo is discontent with their disobedience of Sofia. When
Harpo asks Celie about the solution to tame Sofia, she instigates Harpo to beat Sofia.
Although she is a domestic violence victim, she remains silent in the face of the gross
physical and sexual abuse inflicted on Sofia. Worse, she betrays her repressed sisters
and becomes an accomplice of abusive men to please abusers and avoid being
maltreated. The abuser assimilates her consciousness and assists in a crime or evil.
Facing the same physical abuse she has suffered, Celie voices against the patriarchy
and even believes that women should be submissive and those who protest should be
punished. From a pathetic victim to an indifferent abuser, Celie completely loses all
reasonable emotions and perceptions.

3. Recovery from Traumas

When it comes to trauma study, strategies for recovery from trauma are of great
value to traumatized individuals. The central components of trauma are feelings of
disempowerment and disconnection with self and others. Therefore, the foundation of
healing lies in “the empowerment of the survivor and the creation of new connections”
(Herman 133). With the help of other black women, Celie is inspired by their spirit of
resistance and strengthens her contact with the outside, then recovers her self-awareness
and gradually gets rid of her trauma to achieve self-redemption.

3.1 Reconstruction of connections

In Trauma and Recovery, Judith Herman believes that under the positive influence
of others, the trauma patient will gradually restore the precious ability of trust and still
feel autonomous while keeping in touch with others (205). Adult trauma patients will
develop loyal friendships in the process of reconstruction. Likewise, Celie shares a

profound friendship with Sofia and Shug, both of whom have a great impact on her.



Their close connections promote Celie to gradually recovers her sensibility from her
numbness.

Celie’s normal perceptions return from numbness when she gets along well with
Sofia. Besides, Sofia’s attitude towards the sexes awakes Celie’s self-consciousness and
female cognition. Sofia and her sisters are “big strong, healthy girls, and look like
amazons” (Walker 65). Patriarchal ideas deeply influence her husband Harpo, who tries
to imitate his father to beat Sofia. Sofia not only does not surrender but fights with
Harpo because some women are not to be offended. She would rather get a divorce than
submit to a fatuous man. Celie has great admiration for Sofia due to her indomitable
spirit. Besides, Celie feels guilty about inciting Harpo to beat Sofia. A sense of guilt is
a normal emotional response. Although she does something bad to Sofia on account of
the subjugation to male supremacy, she is experiencing the remorse of conscience. Celie
reflects on herself and makes certain that “Sofia. | sin against Sofia’s spirit” (Walker
37). Celie is jealous of Sofia because she has the spirit to fight with men, and Celie
never dares to think of that. Guilt, jealousy and frankness are signs of areturn to normal
emotions. Fortunately, Sofia forgives her, and they set out to make a patchwork quilt
with colorful scraps donated by their black sisters. Celie names it “Sister’s Choice”
because every piece symbolizes a single and isolated black woman, but they organize
the composition as a strong whole to support each other and realize their values (Walker
56). Most especially, the restoration of thoughts breaks through the constriction of the
traumatized Celie’s unconscious. She enlightens Harpo that instead of attempting to
subdue Sofia, he should treat her with respect because they love each other, and men
do not tame some women. Celie treats gender relationships with great clarity,
demonstrating the gradual transformation from a traumatized girl into a thoughtful
woman.

In addition, Shug guides Celie to retrospect her past traumatic experiences, which
stimulates her to reconstruct a connection to her traumatic past. Narrating past traumatic
occurrences is one of the effective therapies. In Studies on Hysteria, Freud puts forward
that the victim’s intense reaction to the event, such as ‘revenge,” will achieve ‘“a

completely ‘cathartic’ effect” (8). In addition to behavioral responses, “language serves



as a substitute for actions” (Freud, “Studies on Hysteria” 8). Therefore, recalling the
past trauma and narrating it in words could be a relief. Herman also acknowledges the
therapeutic value of retrospecting past trauma in Trauma and Recovery, and she puts
forward several steps and cautions. First, recalling past traumatic experiences should
focus on  “areview of the patient” s life before the trauma and the circumstances that
led up to the event” because this method is conducive to connecting the present and
the past (Herman 176). It is the unethical incest taboo that results at the beginning of
Celie’s trauma. Shug helps her discover traumatic memories by asking, ‘“How was it
with your children, daddy?” (Walker 106). After that, more traumatic memories
occupied her mind, and Celie could not restrain herself from narrating her suffering in
detail. Inaddition, Celie recalls these memories with a strong emotional reaction, which
will achieve a better therapeutic effect. Celie cannot help crying and recalls how painful,
frightened and repressive she has been. Celie is anxious and miserable because
retrospecting trauma stories is like re-experiencing horrific and unbearable past
traumatic events one more time. Therefore, establishing a safe environment is crucial
for traumatized Celie to draw comfort from secure connections when recapturing
painful memories. Shug listens to her quietly and embraces Celie with her tender hands.
Her company and tender loving care offer Celie the courage to keep on narrating her
tragic stories. After retrospecting the past trauma experiences, Celie “acts like a little
lost baby” (Walker 108). To some extent, her infantile behavior symbolizes her rebirth
from past trauma because she is ready to create a new self after reconstructing trauma
stories and re-experiencing traumatic emotions.

3.2 Restoration of autonomy

The trauma deprives the victim’s strength and a sense of ownership, so the guiding
principle of recovery is to restore the victim’s free will and autonomy. The first step of
regaining autonomy is “focusing on control of the body,” a private property belonging
to an individual, a substance that the individual can deal with at will (Herman 160).
Only in this way can the victim completely control her thoughts, words and actions.
The recovery of Celie’s autonomy is mainly reflected in three aspects: the awakening

of her body consciousness, the liberation of religious thought and the rise of female



consciousness.

The awakening of Celie’s body begins with the acceptance that she is raped.
Therefore, Celie builds up her body identity and removes a sense of shame and guilt
that aggravates her trauma. Most importantly, Shug instructs Celie to explore and
appreciate her body so that Celie motivates her body desire and increases the mastery
of her body. For along time, the traumatized Celie loses herself in self-denial and takes
herself as a block of wood rather than a woman. When bathing the sick Shug, she
witnesses the naked woman for the first time and finds her body so soft and beautiful.
Celie is unconscious of her body and never explores the secret of her body because
being raped results in Celie’s feelings of shame, guilt and inferiority. Worse still, her
stepfather denies assaulting Celie and accuses her of being indecent.

Moreover, Mr. _ rapes Celie in marriage and considers it consensual sex. By
denying the fact of raping Celie, they repudiate the value and significance of her body.
However, Shug acts as Celie’s first physical influence and imparts knowledge of sexual
intercourse to her. When Shug knows Celie never enjoys an orgasm because Mr. _ treats
her as a sexual tool, Shug figures out the key point, “You make it sound like he going
to the toilet on you” (Walker 75). Undoubtedly, Shug confirms the rape nature of
loveless sex, which means the recognition of Celie’s body. If Celie cannot enjoy the
pleasure during intercourse that her body brings, she is still a virgin. The support from
Shug eases Celie’s physical guilt and strengthens the connection between Celie and her
body.

Moreover, Shug teaches her to get sexual pleasure by touching multiple body parts.
She encourages Celie to appreciate her body to raise her awareness, “take this mirror
and go look at yourself down there” (Walker 75). Under the guidance of Shug, Celie
has a strong interest in her body. For the first time, she feels alive in the world.
Maintaining focus on the body is crucial to liberating an individual’s thoughts.

Based on her bodily autonomy, Celie changes her thoughts positively, which
definitely changes her behavioral pattern. From believing in God to loving herself,
Celie is determined to resist her tragic and traumatic fate through her efforts. At first,

the traumatized Celie writes letters to God constantly to tell him about her suffering and



prays for his salvation. Shug directs Celie to realize that the God she is “praying and
writing to is a man” and acts like other men, “trifling, forgitful and lowdown” (Walker
184). From Shug’s point of view, man corrupts everything because he tries to convince
you that he is everywhere. Celie fully notices that God is a man who does not pay
attention to black women’s sufferings. Shug enlightens Celie that God loves everything
common people love and is nothing but inside of an individual. Exploring inside
promotes individuals to obtain inspiration and strength. Instead of writing to God, Celie
takes up writing to Nettie. She is recovering from her trauma and becoming more and
more self-conscious because “the longing for freedom from religious persecution”
could dissolve “religious superstition and offer freedom from emotional tyranny of
hysteria” (McGrath 185).

Celie’s complete restoration of her sovereignty is the decision to leave her family’s
prison and pursue a new life in Memphis. Mr. _is still trying to keep Celie under control,
but Celie protests angrily, “You a lowdown dog is what’s wrong (...) It’s time to leave
you and enter into the Creation” (Walker 191). For the first time, Celie defies the
autarchy and arbitrary decision of Mr. _. Celie spurns his despicable behavior so that
the shocked Mr. _is struck dumb. It is almost comforting to know that Celie is getting
over the effects of past traumatic events because she successfully releases her repressed
emotions by taking revenge on Mr. _. At first, Celie endures suffering by repressing
and numbing her emotions and consciousness. Then her traumatic stress fades away
through narrating her traumatic stories. Ultimately, her trauma almost disappears due
to her energetic reaction to traumatic events. Mr. _is provoked and attempts to punish
Celie through physical violence. However, Celie could not resist anymore and retaliated
against his attacks. In order to prevent Celie from leaving home, Mr. _ keeps belittling
her, but Celie’s consciousness awakes, and she intends to live a free and independent
life. She tells herself powerfully, “I’m pore, I'm back, I may be ugly and can’t cook, a
voice say to everything listening. But I'm here” (Walker 198). Celie sets off with Shug
bravely and establishes her own company by making pants. With economic and
spiritual independence, Celie finally eliminates the psychological trauma and achieves

real equality with men in spirit.



4. Conclusion

The study of Celie’s psychological trauma reveals black women’s oppression and
criticizes the trampling of women’s physical freedom and spiritual independence i the
patriarchal society. Besides, this paper encourages women to pay more attention to their
bodies and desires to eliminate gender discrimination by establishing an intact self-
identity. Meanwhile, this academic paper provides enlightenment for people caught by
trauma in modern society, and makes them learn more about symptoms and causes of
trauma so that they can avoid trauma experiences in advance. In addition, these
effective healing strategies are beneficial for victims to maintain a positive attitude and

to follow scientific guidance to experience partial or full relief from trauma.
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On the Unfinished Nature of “Lu Xun’s Feminism” from
“The New Year Sacrifice” to “Regret for the Past”
WANG Xiaoxue, ZHAO Bin
(Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang 421002)
Abstract: Lu Xun ijected the May Fourth Enlightenment spirit of “resistance” and
“awakening” into his literary works such as “The New Year Sacrifice,” “Divorce,” and
“Regret for the Past” in the hope of arousing the “healing attention” of women’s
liberation. However, Lu Xun did not go deeper into how women could obtain effective
“salvation solutions” from the slavery of feudalism, which made “Lu Xun’s feminism”
“unfinished.” This “unfinishedness” has indeed drawn our attention to “healing.” The
value of literary works should not be limited to speaking out against problems but, more
mportantly, to finding a way out for people by answering these questions. By
combming other works on femmnism, this paper attempts to clarify further the
“unfinishedness” of “Lu Xun’s feminism” and seek corresponding “remedial solutions”
in order to improve the “completion” of Lu Xun’s feminism and women's emancipation.

Keywords: “The New Year Sacrifice”; “Regret for the Past”, Lu Xun’s Feminism,;
Unfinishedness
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Ecological Criticism in Japanese Anti-Utopian Novels of the

“Post 3.11” Era
HE Bingjie
(School of Foreign Languages, University of Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: Ecological criticism focuses on humanity's common crisis and survival
dilemma. In the writing of Japanese “post 3.11 literature”, anti-utopian novels that
mtegrate the style of science fiction and depict the future world after the nuclear disaster
have emerged one after another. The anti-utopian novels of Japan's “post 3.11” era are
permeated with distinct ecological consciousness, which reflects a profound humanistic
reflection tendency in expressing the “nuclear” topic shift, community solidarity
consciousness, ecological feminism, and portraying the harmonious coexistence of
humans and nature. It reflects the distinct practical characteristics of contemporary
Japanese ecological criticism, highlighting the author's attention to social reality—a
deep reflection on the government's anger and disappointment and humanity's fate.

Keywords: Post 3.11 literature; Dystopian novels; Ecological criticism;

Ecological feminism
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A Survey of the Study of Lu Xun in the University of Macau
Based on Zhu Shoutong, Yang Yi and Gong Gang
GU Dayong

(Lu Xun Research Institute, Shaoxing University of Arts and Sciences, Zhejiang,
China)
Abstract: The University of Macau is the center of Lu Xun research in Macao. Zhu
Shoutong, Yang Yi and Gong Gang, who came to Macao from the mainland, are
mvolved in Lu Xun research to varying degrees. From the strategic level, Zhu Shoutong
uses Lu Xun to serve the construction of the theoretical system of Chinese new
literature and revalues Lu Xun’s literary achievements from the perspective of Chinese
new literature, excavates Lu Xun's contribution that the academic circles tend to ignore
and pay little attention to in the past, and Yang Yi advocates the dredging of cultural
blood, restorng Lu Xun’s influence, deepening dialectical thinking and rebuilding
cultural mode, expanding the ideological dimension and other five dimensions to
promote the study of Lu Xun. Gong Gang made a new thought on the relationship
between Yu Hua and Lu Xun and defended the relevant remarks about Lu Xun's

flattering Japanese in his works, which were popular in recent years.

Keywords: University of Macau; Lu Xun study; contribution
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The Well-constructed “Casualness” and “Richness”
---Reinterpretation of Wang Zengqi’s “Scorching Sun in

August”

CHEN Xing
(Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Dalian University of Technology, Dalian
116024, China)

Abstract: Although Wang Zengqi’s literary achievements are evident to all, it
remains a challenge to tell the position and mnfluence of Wang Zengqi in contemporary
literary history. Through a remnterpretation of Wang Zengqi’s short story, Scorching Sun
in August, this paper deconstructs the impression that Wang Zengqi’s “depoliticized
writing” is generally accepted by academics and reveals the ability of Wang Zengqi’s
literary interest to look at history and reality. Wang Zengqi takes “painstaking work™ as
aguideline for his novels reshapes “realism” with “casualness,” opens up politics within
literature, and reconstructs “literature” and “politics”. The relationship between
“literature” and “politics” is reconstructed. Wang Zengqi’s works are not unique in the
“new period literature,” more importantly, they have enriched the expressive power of
literature, thus greatly expanding the artistic and mtellectual space of contemporary
Chinese literature.

Keywords: Wang Zengqi; Scorching Sun in August; Short Stories; Realism
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Exploring Women’s Thoughts on Liberty and Equality in
Jane Eyre and The Golden Notebook
LI Xiang

(School of Foreign Languages and Business, Shenzhen Polytechnic, Shenzhen,

Guangdong 518055, China)

Abstract: Jane Eyre and The Golden Notebook are classic works of British female
literature in the 19th and 20th centuries. The paper elaborates on women’s thoughts on
liberty and equality to reveal Charlotte Bront€ and Doris Lessing’s care for women
based on text analysis through further exploration of the feminist writing in the two
novels. Theirr expressions of feminist thoughts in the novels reflect women’s pursuit of
liberty and equality in sexual relations and social life. It has certain contemporary
significance for women’s self-awakening, seeking the significance of self-existence and

self-realization in contemporary society.

Keywords: Jane Eyre; The Golden Notebook;thoughts on equality and liberty
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The New Interpretation of “The Disappearance of Unigo
the Fool” from The Perspective of the Community Dimension of
Life

WANG Yining, WANG Yuchun

(Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Dalian University of Technology,
Dalian 116024, China)

Abstract: Du Lan constructs a microcosm of modern ecological society with spicy and
rich language in “The Disappearance of Unigo the Fool”. Unigo symbolizes the “wise
man” with the ecological ethics of the third period. Du Lan criticizes the ethical concept
of anthropocentrism and egoism as the guiding ideology through a series of actions of
the people of the town, reflecting her vision of the ecological community of equality of
all things. However, Du Lan’s thinking is not limited to the realm of non-human beings;
humans also play an important role in her novels.

Keywords: “The Disappearance of Unigo the Fool”; Ecological ethics; The community;

Transfer of power
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On Yu Guangzhong’s Li Bai Complex

ZHAO Mu-Zhen
(Shenzhen Polytechnic, Shenzhen, 518055, China)

Abstract:  There is an inseparable relationship between Yu Guangzhong’s poetry and
Chinese classical poetry tradition. Among Yu Guangzhong’s favorite classical Chinese
poets, Qu Yuan, Li Bai, Du Fu, and Su Shi were the most prominent. Yu Guangzhong
wanted to get close to the great traditional poets to establish a certain style and even a
“poetic pedigree”. In Yu Guangzhong’s poetry, the shadow of Li Bai appeared very
early. Li Bai was written extensively i Yu’s poems. He has a Li Bai complex in his
heart. Through the relationship between Yu Guangzhong and Li Bai, we can find the
relationship between Yu Guangzhong and the tradition of Chinese classical poetry;
there are mheritance and innovation; he often dug out the mner vitality from the
tradition to transform and renew the tradition of Chinese poetry, which is a major
feature of Yu Guangzhong’s poetry creation.

Keywords: Yu Guangzhong, Li Bai, Homesickness, Modernity
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On the Biographies in the Fifth Edition of the Genealogy of
the Wang Clan at Hanjiang

CHEN Wenlin, JIANG Meilin, CHEN Yang
(Nanyue College of Hengyang Normal University, Hengyang, China)

Abstract: Genealogy records a family’s lineage and its important deeds. Biography is
an important part of a genealogical compilation. The Fifth Edition of the Genealogy of
the Wang Clan at Hanjiang 1s a rare family record, and the family pedigree of a clan
contains biographies of the ancestors of the Wang family represented by Wang Fuzhi,
Wang Jiezhi, Wang Yu, etc. Examining the background of the biographies in The Fifth
Edition of the Genealogy of the Wang Clan at Hanjiang and analyzing the stylistic signs
and personalities of biographies can help us better understand the value of the pedigree
of the Wang family clan.

Keywords: Wang Clan at Hanjiang; Genealogy; Biography
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On Ruan Yuan and the Origin of Si Shu Essays in Collected
Works of XueHaiTang

JIANG Dan
(School of Vocational Technical Education, Shenzhen Polytechnic, Shenzhen,
518055, China)

Abstract: As asenior official and scholar, Ruan Yuan advocated for practical learning
m Qianlong and Jiaging periods. He founded XueHaiTang in Guangzhou as a
combination of classic studies of the Han and Song dynasties with practical learning in
the early Qmng dynasty He opposed studying the knowledge for the mmperial
examination and hoped to cultivate useful talents who could practically use their
learning to solve some real social problems. He once posed a topic of analyzing the
origin of SiShu Essays, namely the origin of The Great Learning, Doctrine of the Mean,
and The Analects of Confucius and Mencius. The Collected Works of XueHailang
included five answering papers by Zheng Haoruo, Liang Jie, Yang Maojian, Zhou
Yiging and Hou Kang. They held objective attitudes towards the stereotyped writing or
the Eight-part Essay, affirming its value in selecting talented scholars and opposing
teaching the knowledge only for the imperial examination. These five papers conducted
detailed research on the history of the literary changes in the SiShu Essays of the Ming
and Qing dynasties, as well as many famous writers of the SiShu Essays, highlighting
their understanding of literary and world movements.

Keywords: XueHaiTang; SiShu Essay; practical learning to solve real social problems;
the Origin of SiShu Essays
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On Song Chunfang’s Drama Creation and Translation

SHEN Huiru

(Institute of Cross-Domain Performing Arts, National Taiwan University of the Arts, China)

Abstract: Song Chunfang was a pioneer of modern Chinese drama. He advocated drama art since
the May Fourth Movement and introduced modern European drama to China. His plays include the
one-act comedy “A Happy God”, the three-act comedy “In the Five-Mile Mist,” and “It Turned our
to be a Dream”. These three works are classified as the type of “the comedy of manners.” At the
same time, Song Chunfang also wrote papers such as “On the Significance and Current Situation of
Small Theaters” and “Improving Chinese Drama”, and published Song Chunfang’s Ideas on Drama,
a collection of drama essays, which became a textbook for dramatists such as Li Jianwu, Zhao
Jingshen and Gu Zhongyi to learn drama theory. It can be said that Song Chunfang was the first one
in China to analyze, study and appreciate drama as an independent, comprehensive art category. As
for the introduction of modern European drama, Song Chunfang introduced Futurism and
Expressionism, which greatly influenced the drama of the modernism. In order to understand the
futuristic plays, he specially translated eight futuristic plays, parodied a futuristic work, but also put
forward sharp criticism on them. Because of his research on modern drama he had achieved a great
progress in the creation and understanding of European modernism and secured his own position in
the history of drama development in China.

Keywords: A comedy of manners, Futurist Theatre, Song Chunfang, Song Chunfang’s ideas on

drama
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On English Translation of Changyao Selected Poems from the

Perspective of Translator Behavior Criticism

MA Xiao?, SUN Jicheng?

(School of Foreign Languages, Shandong University of Technology, Zibo)

Abstract: Poetry is one of the literary genres that is difficult to translate, not only in
terms of meaning but also in terms of form. The abundant images in poetry bridge the
source and target languages and should be restored to the greatest extent. Wang
Changyao stands as one ofthe greatest modern poets in Western China. His poems carry
rich Tibetan symbols to show the different life forms, reflecting genuine human nature.
The poet drew on various metaphorical images to express his emotional life experience
and deconstructed traditional poetic forms and metrics, presenting the characteristics of
prose and stream of consciousness. This paper explores the translators’ principles in the
English translation of Changyao Selected Poems under the framework of translator
behavior criticism theory, observes translators’ subjective behaviors according to the
“Truth-seeking-Utility-attaining” evaluation continuum, examines the reasonableness
of the translation, and seeks objectivity in the historical context, to achieve the organic
unification of the textual criticism field inside translation and the behavior criticism
field outside translation. In this way, we can evaluate the translator’s behavior and the
quality of the translation and provide a reference path for translators in their poetry
translation activities.

Keywords: English translation of poetry; Changyao; Translator behaviour criticism;

Truth-seeking; Ultility-attaining

1. Introduction

' MA Xiao, MTI candidate, School of Foreign Languages, Shandong University of
Technology, Research fields: Sinology and Literary translation.

* SUN Jicheng, corresponding author and associate professor at School of
Foreign Languages, Shandong University of Technology. Research fields: Sinology
and Literary translation.



Wang Changyao was a unique lyric poet in the history of Chinese new poetry. His
poems show the different life forms with northwest ethnic symbols as the carrier. In his
writing career, the poet’s works in different periods reflect specific moods and themes.
Changyao expressed an emotional experience of life through various metaphorical
images by deconstructing the traditional poetic forms and patterns, which present the
characteristics of prose and stream of consciousness. The English translation of Wang
Changyao: Selected Poems collects the representative works of Changyao i different
periods of his life. The readers could travel from the physical to the spiritual plateau in
this book’s freechand style full of Tibetan symbols. The grand inland and Tibetan
writings in his works are also great treasures of world literature.

The controversy over the translatability of poetry is still inconclusive in academic
circles, but throughout the history of translation, many excellent poetry translations
have been produced, and many translation guidelines have been summarised in this
controversial debate. Many translators have devoted themselves to the translation of
Chinese poetry into English. For example, Lin Yutang skillfully used poetic style and
meter in his translation (Guo Zhengshu: 1991). Wang Rongpei attached great
importance to the reader’s acceptance of translations (Zhang Zhizhong: 2021). Xu
Yuanchong focused on the beauty of sense, sound, and form. (Zhu Yishu: 2019). Gu
Zhengkun advocated flexible and varied approaches to English translations of Chinese
poetry (Zheng Shiding: 1998).

Moreover, Weng Xianliang drew inspiration for his translations from paintings,
advocating that translators should convey the sense through the form, requiring the
translator and the author ‘“have same thoughts i tune with the spirit” (Zhang Jimo:
1992). It can be seen that different translators have different approaches to poetry
translation. In the course of the evolution of standards in poetry translation, translators
have followed more than faithful principles to the original work; they should recognize
the complexity of the translation activity, gradually moving from the text to the reader
and leading the reader closer to the original work, to maximize the balance between the
sense and the context of the poem.

2. Translator Behaviour Criticism Theory and the “Truth-seeking-Utility-



attaining” continuum of evaluation

Translator Behaviour Criticism Theory is a domestic translation theory established
by Prof. Zhou Lingshun from Yangzhou University, which is a systematic theoretical
tool for studying translator behavior. Translator Behaviour Criticism is a concept based
on the sociological dimension, “a study of translator’s role in the socialized process of
translation, that is, translation activity, and its general behavior patterns acting on the
text.” The translator is the executor of the translation activity. To criticize a translation
activity, we should focus on the truth and utility of the translation and the rationality of
the translator’s behavior during the process. Therefore, translator behavior criticism is
a fusion of the textual criticism horizon of intra-translation and the behavioral criticism
horizon of extra-translation.

In order to describe translation activities as objectively as possible, Zhou Lingshun
has constructed an evaluation model -- the “translator’s behavior contmuum of Truth-
seeking and Utility-attaining™ -- to evaluate the translator’s behavior and the quality of
translation. “Truth-seeking” refers to the translator’s behavior of seeking the truth of
the meaning loaded in the original text in whole or in part in order to achieve the goal
of utility; “Utility-attaining” refers to the translator’s attitude and method to meet the
utility needs based on seeking the truth of the meaning loaded in the original text in
whole or in part. The principles of a translator’s behavior should be based on truth-
seeking and the pursuit of utility-attaining, taking both into account simultaneously.
The corresponding translation goal is to seek truth in the original text and utility in the
translation. The evaluation of the translator’s behavior should first evaluate the
translator’s behavior from a linguistic perspective, to what extent it “seeks truth” and
“attains utility”; how much “truth is sought” and how much “utility is attained”. It is
also necessary to analyze the social motives behind them and comprehensively describe
the trajectory of the translator’s behavior to guide translation practice.

There are three translators of Wang Changyao: Selected Poems. The author is
responsible for the initial translation. Sun Jicheng, the translator of The Verse of Shao
Xunmei and Associate Professor of the School of Foreign Languages at the Shandong

University of Technology, is responsible for the editorial coordmnation. Moreover, a



British poet, John Drew, is responsible for proofreading. The three translators have
different roles, ie., different translator behaviors assert different effects in determining
the translation. While the author mainly aims at seeking the truth in itra-translation,
the two translators responsible for reviewing and proofreading are in connection with
the publisher and pay more attention to target readers, and they adjust the translation
details appropriately from the socialized dimension. In general, the three translators
adopt reasonable translation strategies and translation orientation through
communication, thus achieving unity of concept and a balance between “truth-seeking”
and “utility-attaining” in intra-translation and extra-translation.
3. Truth-seeking and Utility-attaining of intra-translation and extra-translation

3.1 Truth-seeking

The concern of intra-translation is about the translator’s linguistic attributes. The
translator can faithfully reproduce the origmal content in the translation. In the book
Changyao Selected Poems, the poet creates many border images based on the plateau,
such as “border town”, “snow peak”, “plateau,” and “dusk”. These images could be
directly translated into the equivalent words in the target language. From the dimension
of text criticism, the most transparent translation is the one that is closest to the original
text. To the maximum extent, the original text reproduced in the translation reflects the
translator’s pursuit of truth; at this point, the translator’s behavior is highly reasonable.

3.1.1 Restore the original form

The practice of intra-translation is primarily concerned with the process of textual
transformation. Truth-seeking is a search for the original text’s meaning, which
contains both formal and content meanings. In the translation of poetry, when form and
content conflict, the translator should consider the possible impact of the translation on
the reader, taking the literary value of the poem as the highest criterion. The layout of
lines is as much an aspect of meaning as grammatical structure and reflects the poem’s
context. Functional linguistics considers that “form is the embodiment of meaning”
(Catford: 1965), and the central issue in translation practice is the search for equivalent
components. The translator should adhere to the strategy of “truth-seeking” when

translating, restoring the linguistic symbols in the original poem in the same or similar



layout. In the poem The Gods, for example, the lines are arranged in such a way as the
original text that they are aesthetically pleasing, even without rhyme.

Example 1:
ST: MEEEEEHA,
LR BRI
ARLEEE BERAIA
ARLE B AR SR,
ALIE 7 EIR. FHEBID,
IRERAVIERRE,
REMEE,
RIRENEEE 3R,
AXEAREENAEHRR,
EREENER.

TT: Those who possess horses,
Those who fear fish and insects
Those who love wine bottles.
Those who dance around the campfire,
Those who breed grassland and create pastorals,
the conquerors of beasts,
the benefactors of birds,
the connoisseurs of cooking smoke,
the free people favored by the great nature,

are idols I follow.

Traditional poetry is usually very strict about rhyme, while Changyao’s poems are



free in style, with no strict requirements for rhyme, rhythm, syllables, lines or layout.
The above example is in variant style in which the first characters in the first half are
aligned, while the main body is centered, with “the free people favored by the great
nature” as the base, building up a platform to hold the subjects in the first half, and the
final line eventually returning to align with the subjects. Following the principle of
“truth-seeking”, the translators not only focus on the poetic frame designed by the
author to reproduce the visual form ofthe original text but also readily adjust the thythm
and rhyme, placing content words at the beginning of the lines to ensure the integrity
of the meaning, so that the entire poem’s syntactic layout is equal to the original text
and full of aesthetic interests.

3.1.2 Adjust the Rhythm following syntactic principles

Professor Xu Yuanchong (2003) suggested that poetry is about beauty in sound,
meaning and form, of which “beauty in form” means that the specific form of the poem
is used to express the qualities of the poem and promote the reader’s grasp ofthe beauty
of the poem as a whole. The translator should adjust the order of words according to
syntax principles so that the rhythm of the translation is as coherent as that of the
original and the formal beauty of the orignal poem is carried out, naturally reflecting
the meaning of the orignal poem.

Example 2:
ST: SIIARREBELELERNTR
EEEBFITRE,
U {PI 7 Ay R =
RAEF T AR NN E R

M ARRBIRE,
TT: The happy people n mountains and valleys
protect theirr foreign visitors,

with an inherent broad mind

by no means yielding to imposed hardships



as well as oppressive shame.

The above example only includes one comma and one full stop in the original text,
ie., the paragraph can be divided into two small sentences, each line assuming a
different sentence element. The whole paragraph can be regarded as a complete
sentence, and the translation is arranged according to the principle of formal
equivalence, with appropriate adjustments of order and expression according to
functional equivalence, etc. The adjectives in the translation are equivalent n form to
the original, and single small words are used to make it simple and concise. For example,
“ERE, R, BB, S:INET, L ARRIAY” are translated respectively as
“happy”, “foreign”, “inherent”, “imposed” and “oppressive”. The second clause uses a
prepositional phrase to link the stanzas, which is faithful to the form and content of the
original poem, but also conforms to the rhythm of the English phonetic steps, which is
catchy to read. We can see that the translation, guided by the original text, has a high
level of faithfulness and considers the reader’s experience. It balances truth-seeking and
utility-attaining and reflects reasonable translator behavior.

3.2 Utility-attaining

“Utility-attaining” consists of truth-seeking of intra-translation and utility-
attaining of extra-translation. In the evaluation model of the translator behavior
continuum of “truth-seeking-utility-attaining”, “truth-seeking” expresses the linguistic
attributes of the translator, poiting to the meaning of the original text; utility-attaining
expresses the social attribute of the translator, pointing to the needs of readers and
society. In literary translation, poetry is particularly concerned with the beauty of sound,
form and meaning, particularly the beauty of meaning. Even if the translator carefully
analyses and transforms the poem linguistically, it does not mean a good readership
result. Publishers and patrons also place specific demands on the translation. The
translator’s understanding of the original text, the translation, the reader and the
translator influences the quality of the translation. For the reader of the target langua ge,

once the text has been translated, it has already created intercultural communication at



the linguistic level and a double divide at the cognitive level. For pragmatic reasons,
the translator must adopt a pragmatic translation strategy accordingly. Therefore, based
on “truth-seeking”, the translator, by adapting flexible translation strategies, weakens
the irregular logic of the original poem and the impact of the poetic style, focuses on
the socialization of the translated text, and interprets the spiritual core of the original
poem with the extracted world experience.

3.2.1 Social Utility-attaining of intra-translation

“Intra-translation” is the internal study of translation, dealing with the relationship
between translation and the original text, focusing on the linguistic attribute of the
translator in the context of the “meaning” of the original text. Utility-attaining in intra-
translation is mamly the result of the social attribute of the translator, who will enhance
the language’s readability according to the reader’s reception habits while considering
the original text’s meaning. When people read poetry, they consciously adapt their
thinking to a ‘poetic mode’. When translating poetry, the translator needs to consider
the reader’s reception of language to guide the reader towards understanding the
original text and thus realize the social benefits of the published work.

2.1.1 Focus on the target readers with world images

Changyao’s poems are rich in metaphorical images, reflecting the poetic habitat
that the plateau has created for the human spirit. When transmitting these cultural
symbols to the target readers, the translator should fully use universal experience for
symbolic transformation, balancing truth-seeking and utility-attaining to reduce the
differences in the reception of cultural information between the source and target
language readers.

In Don Quixote’s Legion Is Still Marching, the poet uses the universal symbol of
“Don Quixote” to express the same “anti-heroic” complex as Cervantes, which
resonates strongly with readers. “Don Quixote” is an image that is always onthe move,
and Changgyao uses this image to put the fate of the individual into the context of times,
revealing the crisis of the mtellectuals’ spiritual values in the market economy and
expanding the historical connotation of the content. In translating this poem, the

translator must grasp the cultural connotations ofthe main objects and characters, which



can easily generate cultural associations. Such images as “skinny horses, dwarf donkeys
and camels”, “tin spear”, “the knight flag”, ‘battle against countless windmills,” and
“Princess Dulcinea” must be translated and cannot be omitted, constructing a
metaphorical framework of shared experience for readers. Repairing these iconic
symbols enhances cultural immersion and thus fully restores the historical context.
The above images from the literary world into world literature can greatly ease the
pain of comprehension for the target readers. However, when the poet incorporates
national images into the world’s history, the poem’s grandeur inevitably poses a
comprehension problem for readers. For example, in the poem Reflections: On the
Western Plateau, the author hears a call from the ancient world in the solitude of the
plateau, the high cart tribe pioneers the desert, the Han general Ban Chao’s monument
still stands tall, and the Dunhuang beauty plays the Chinese lute behind her neck, all of
which are rich national images that shine in the long history of China and can become

specific representative images in world history in the process of cultural communication.
ST: SEHEREILHRETARSSHERNE,

BN EBE =T F RO

IR AR — B ELE,

wJRFIEKE

ERGHEBRIEEXRTFEEER ?
TT: It seems to me that
it is yesterday that the Gaoche tribe came from the northern desert to the western
frontier,
The reputation of General Ban Chao of the Han Dynasty and his 36 military followers
could be still heard all the way,
But the late-comers,

could you still have the chance to hear the beauty play the Chinese lute behind her

neck far away in Dunhuang County?



The high cart tribe, skilled in archery, absorbed advanced military systems and
used their strengths to become a fighting people of their generation; the Han general
Ban Chao joined the army, pacified the frontier and made a great contribution to the
submission of the Western countries to the Chinese Empire; the Dunhuang culture, open
and tolerant, is a pearl in the long history of world civilization, with its blend of diverse
civilizations. The translators, as cultural communicators, convey these images as a
whole to the reader of the target language. At this point, the translator’s linguistic code-
switching is an explicit act, while the translator also assumes the role of a cultural
communicator, favoring the “utility-attaining” end of the translator behavior continuum
evaluation model In the dissemination process, these historical and cultural symbols
are gradually expanded mto global elements, which can also enhance the richness of
world civilization and contribute to the prosperity of human civilization.

3.2.2 Socialized utility-attaining of extra-translation

“Extra-translation” studies outside translation, dealing with the relationship
between translation and society. Socialized utility-attaining in extra-translation is, in
fact, a “hyper-utility-attaining” that is free from the translator’s identity. Although
poetry translation advocates the transmission of meaning and resemblance i spirit like
other literary genres, the standard of poetry translation is somewhat higher than that of
other types. This is due, above all, to the free and rigorous form of poetry, where the
poet’s thoughts must run within the framework of the poem, and this relatively
constrained freedom provides the tone for the translator to exercise his or her
subjectivity. Changyao’s poems not only depict the landscape and people of the west of
China but also express the purity and nobility of the people living on the plateau,
showing respect for the ancient and mysterious Tibetan culture by which to achieve
self-purification. In exotic cultural writing in the poem, the translator appropriately
adjusts the author’s framework, preserving the heterogeneity of the poetic elements so
that the readers can get close to the author’s spiritual world. Thus cultural impact could
be reduced with spiritual impact.

A. Restoring poems to their context in poetic form

In poetry translation, the form and meaning of the poem do not always have to be



the same as the original to produce a better readership. Many of Changyao’s poems
break away from the traditional form and meter and take on the characteristics of prose
or stream-of-consciousness works. In contrast to the variant above poems, if the
translation of prose poems still strives for form equivalence with the original text,

readers’ experience of the poems could be greatly diminished.

ST: —R, EBEXABEOEREMERE. FETR #HE/)SREEFH
BEERITE RAAFEBERHERNEN/NERFESRESRR. B TENRE
EHESR RETFRITERRRL(GFEIIRR)@Z2RORED E R
K. B, —@EHRZFBTENRKELBHSREBERETRAHS ML, HIEL

BREBMUEFHERA

BEREAREW CEOER ABLEFRAMESDME TR TEHHFTE
MEEFRZRNRRL ERBHIEE.

MR, fREAE KRS, THZBESMBREEARIRREEIR T —a ., AR
BOFRE -8, SH—43KR @ KEFLH?

TT: Once upon a time,

I walked back alone with a heavy heart after seeing off a friend.
Near midnight, the small restaurants on the street

were preparing to close for the night.

Only a few adjacent small stores selling tobacco and wine
remained to guard the empty night.

Out of the pain and helplessness of love,

I strengthened my spirit with my hands behind my back.

I walked slowly toward the depths of the night

listlessly (perhaps bitterly).

At that time, a big man pushing a bicycle

flashed behind the base of the overhead lamp post on the bridge fence and came

to me.



“Do you have any matches? ”

He seemed to have waited for a long time.

I was neither frightened nor willing to answer,

but I gave him a strong swing for no more disturbance.

I went on slowly towards the depth of the night with my hands behind my back.
“Well, you don’t have a match.”

When I passed by him, I heard a vicious mutter.

A blow hit my whole thought,

showing a glimmer of light: Match?

[ didn’t have any?......

In this regard, John Drew, the British proofreader, takes from the perspective of a
reader and rewrites many of the prose poems in Changyao: Selected Poems i the
traditional poetic style by arranging them according to verses, breaking the author’s
murmuring pattern and reproducing the meaning of the orignal text, which reflects
John’s poetic view of translation as both poet and translator. At this point, the translator
is both a linguist and a social being; both seek truth and attain utility, highlighting the
social attribute of the translator’s identity and the high degree of rationality of the
translator’s behavior.

3.2.2.2 Cultural migration through cultural orientation

The Northwestern ethnic symbols in the poem are part of Chinese culture, and these
unique regional images are the source of inspiration for the poet and the life force of
the poem as well. In order to accurately convey the cultural symbols in the poem, the

translator goes beyond the limitations of words and rhyme to translate the cultural

connotations of the images into the target language. For example, the words “Z&fiji”, “ +

B N, “M5hEE" and “j¥ 1" are regional and religious. For example, “Z&Mi”

and “/f 1> are Buddhist terms, and the translator has taken the Sanskrit expressions

and combmed the words with therr meaning to translate them as “the ship of mercy”

and “Sukhavati”. While “+18%5% A" and “F5#JE[E" are regional geographic objects



and need to be accurately located in their local expression as “Tibeta’” and “Haraktu
Castle”. However, in the translation of “High cart”, the translator believes that we
should look at the source of the images, consider the application of the translation and
readers’ understanding, and translate /% 4" as “High cart” instead of “Gaoche”.
However, the editor, Prof. Sun Jicheng, believes that the translator’s role is not only
that of a translator but also that ofa cultural communicator and that from the perspective
of cultural export, the phonetic translation of “Gaoche” is more conducive to preserving
the uniqueness of Chinese culture.

This shows that the translators convey those holistic concepts to the readers, taking
nto account the systematic and long-term nature of the poem translation, transforming
mto local culture following the original cultural intent, and then carrying out
mterlingual translation, which socializes the culture from the source to the target culture
from a pragmatic perspective. Different translators have different pragmatic
perspectives on translator behavior, each with its rationale, and all of them are reader-
oriented, taking “linguistic truth-seeking” as their primary objective and “cultural truth-
seeking” as a higher objective to stimulate the readers’ cultural awareness and gradually
realize the cultural transition.

4. Conclusion

The symbolic portrayal of existential situations and spiritual states in Changyao’s
poems prolongs the vitality of his works. He always looks back at history and down on
all beings from the plateau of transcendence. The analysis of the translation shows that
the translators, in translating this book of the plateau, have favored “truth-seeking”
while taking into account “utility-attaining” and pursuing effective translation effects
and that the translators have acted reasonably, not only showing the unique spiritual
qualities of the original text and vividly reproducing the author’s profound thoughts
and rich emotions but also paying attention to the acceptance of the readers of the target
language, achieving better social benefits and an organic link between intra-translation
and extra-translation. The poet speaks alone in a collective mind, seeking solace i life’s
beauty and true meaning. Inthis regard, the translators could embody his feelings in the

translation to allow the poet to revitalize another culture.
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Problem Awareness, Information Literacy and Situational
Consciousness: Key Words in the Teaching of General Writing

Course Guided by Growth Education

YANG Guo
(Center for the Humanities, Sustech. Shenzhen, 518055)

Abstract: Due to the limited contact with society in the K12 stage, the social
attributes of college students are generally not fully developed, and “growth education”
is still important to college students. The dual attributes of writing, instrumental and
humanistic, make it become the growth task embedded in the life of college students
on the one hand and subtly shape the character and personality of college students in
thinking, expression, emotion and so on. The general writing course focuses on basic,
practical and rational writing training, which requires students to discover problems,
retrieve information and analyze situations. The successful completion of these tasks
corresponds to the situation in that learners look at common social problems from a
professional perspective, their personal information literacy in the network era, and the
specific degree of social cognition. Therefore, the general writing course can
incorporate the cultivation of learners’ problem awareness, information literacy and
situational awareness mto the teaching objectives and exammnation points and help
college students complete the growth transformation from minors to adults, from
individuals to “social citizens” through relevant design and targeted training i teaching.

Keywords: General writing course; growth education; problem awareness;

mformation literacy; situational awareness
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A Summary of Translation Practice of Shandong Sunther

Information Technology Co., Ltd. (2021-02-28 to 2021-08-28)

SUN lJicheng
(School of Foreign Languages, Shandong University of Technology)
Abstract: To improve the practical ability of college teachers in their specific industry,
colleges and universities began to send front-line teachers to therr counterparts for
business learning and collect first-hand teaching materials for the professional
development of colleges and universities. The author conducted a six-month enterprise
practice and training in Shandong Sunther Information Technology Co., Ltd., and made
a detailed description and analysis of school-enterprise cooperation and specific
practice processes, providing case support for colleges to communicate inside and
outside the classroom and implement the reform path of school-enterprise cooperation.
Keywords: School-enterprise cooperation, Double-teacher Guidance, enterprise

practice, teaching reform
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